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SUBJECT: NETO ATTACK ON CHIPENDA HEADQUARTERS 
CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

1. THE MILITARY HIGH COMMAND CONTINUES TO INSIST THAT ONLY 

FOUR PERSONS DIED IN THE MPLA NETO ATTACK OF FEBRUARY 13 ON THREE 
CHIPENDA OFFICES IN LUANDA. THE HIGH COMMAND HAS TOLD US THAT THREE 
NETO TROOPS WERE KILLED AND ONE CHIPENDA; FIFTEEN TO TWENTY 
NETO MEN WERE WOUNDED AS AGAINST SEVEN OR EIGHT OF THE CHIPENDA 
FACTION. 

2. ACCORDING TO SOME OF OUR SOURCES, TWENTY PEOPLE WERE KILLED: 
SIXTEEN NETO AND FOUR CHPENDA. ACCORDING TO THESE SOURCES, FORTY 
NETO TROOPS PULLED UP TO THE MAIN CHPENDA HEADQUARTERS IN THREE 
TRUCKS AND BEGAN THEIR ASSAULT ON THE PREMISES, WHICH WERE DEFENDED 
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OUT OF THE BUILDING AND DROVE THEIR BESEIGERS DOWN THE STREET. 

ONLY FOUR BODIES WERE TAKEN TO THE SAO PAULO HOSPITAL; THE 
OTHERS WERE CARTED AWAY. TWO WOUNDED CHPENDA MEN WERE TAKEN TO 
SAO PAULO FOR TREATMENT BUT THE MALE NURSES, MPLA SYMPATHIZERS. 
DELIVERED THEM OUT THE BACK DOOR INTO THE HANDS OF NETO PEOPLE TO 
BE KILLED. A VARIATION ON THIS STORY IS THAT THE LARGE NUMBER OF 
DEAD IS ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE FACT THAT FNLA TROOPS FIRED INTO 
THE NETO ATTACKERS FROM THE ROOF OF THEIR HEADQUARTERS, WHICH IS 
ONLY A BLOCK OR SO FROM THE CHIPENDA OFFICE. 

3. THE FOREGOING ACCOUNT FITS THE POPULAR IMAGE OF HOW IT SHOULD 
HAVE HAPPENED. I HAVE TALKED WITH A RESIDENT OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
WHO SAID THE CROSS FIRE WAS INTENSE BUT THAT DAMAGE TO SURROUNDING 
BUILDINGS SEEMS NOT TO HAVE BEEN GREAT. NO MATTER WHICH VERSION 
IS CORRECT, NETO'S FORCES TOOK A BEATING AND FURTHER SOLIDIFIED 
THEIR REPUTATION AS TRIGGER HAPPY HOODLUMS. THIS ONE INCIDENT GAVE 
FNLA AND UNITA A GREAT BOOST. THE PORTUGUESE ARMY FLEW THE CHIPENDA 
PEOPLE TO EASTERN ANGOLA ON FEBRUARY 15. TO ME, THE STRANGEST 
INCIDENT IN ALL OF THIS IS THAT AGOSTINHO NETO DID NOT ATTEND THE 
FUNERAL OF COMMANDER VELODIA ON FEBRUARY 15, BUT FLEW OFF TO CABINDA 
FOR POLITICAL RALLIES. WHILE THERE HE MADE NO REFERENCE TO VELODIA 
IN HIS SPEECHES OTHER THAN TO SAY THAT HE HAD DIED. 
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